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Emergency Funds
Legal Resources

Isla Vista Tenants Union

(and more) at ivtu.as.ucsb.edu

Free tenant-renter mediation
Isla Vista CSD

islavistacsd.ca.gov/rental
-housing-mediation

follow & sign up
 for their newsletter:

bit.ly/basicneedsnewsletter

Resources in Isla Vista Resources in Isla Vista 
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From @ucsbthrive! 



Cycle is a studen-led recycling project aiming to increase the
proportion of recyclables that end up being successfully recycled.
To do this, they created vending machines in college communities
that clean recyclables, and provide incentives for the people who
use them. A group of UCSB students is trying to bring the machine
to Isla Vista! Check out a sample image below. Questions? Email
chloemckerr@ucsb.edu
 
In order to establish interest and need, they need us to
fill out this survey.

A Netherlands based biochemical startup company, Avantium, has developed a plant-based bottle that can biodegrade in
one year, and is poised to replace single-use plastic soda bottles. The bottles can be expected to hit the market in 2023, and is
backed by Coca-Cola.
The Ashaninka indigenous Amazonian people won a major, decades-long legal battle against an illegal logging company.
The company had been illegally logging in the Amazon in the 1990s before being sued by the Ashaninka people, and now
they must pay $3 million dollars and publicly apologize for the damage they caused. Scholars believe the case could set an
important precedent in environmental law in Brazil.

By Winter Sierra
 

Check out this week’s set of highlights:

*information synthesized from goodnewsnetwork.org

THE BRIGHT SIDE
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CYCLE RECYCLING INITIATIVE
Information submitted by Chloe McKerr,
Post written by Winter Sierra

DONATE YOUR
NONPERISHABLE FOODS

Beginning Saturday, May 30th the IV Food Co-Op
and the Window to the Sea park will be accepting
nonperishable food donations to be redirected to
Food on Wheels, for the next two weeks.

Submitted by Chloe McKerr

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfJk50lekihPHC7B7vW9v12lcH9W9exQkHFqNda16NsZgVHig/viewform
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By Lyric Grief
 

          These days, shopping for produce is as simple as going to the grocery store and
picking out exactly what you are looking for without much effort. But have you ever
wondered how grocery stores manage to provide a steady and varied supply of produce,
no matter the season? 
          As consumers in a wealthy country, we rely on a vast network of producers,
distributors, and sellers known as the global food supply chain to provide us with both
consistency and variety in what we eat. Take the tomato, a mild weather crop, for
example. Tomatoes need consistent warm weather to grow, making California and
Florida the largest domestic producers of tomatoes. However, in times when tomatoes
cannot be grown in either state, they are often imported from Mexico. According to a
study by agribusiness researchers at the University of Arizona, tomatoes imported from
Mexico can constitute anywhere from 40-50% of the US supply (1). What this means is
that about 1 in every 2 tomatoes are traveling great distances to reach consumers.
Tomatoes are just one example, but take any popular produce item and the story is
much the same. This is because the modern consumer is accustomed to having
unlimited choice when it comes to buying food, and the global food supply chain exists
to meet this demand. 
           Not that long ago, people mostly ate what was produced close to them. In contrast,
the average grocery item now travels around 2,000 miles to reach consumers (2). What
this  means is that the environmental impact of wasted food is much greater than it used
to be because it increases as it travels further down the food supply chain. This is
because the resources (e.g water, land, oil, and electricity) that went into producing and
transporting the food also go to waste along with it. For example, wasting one tomato is
the same as wasting around 3 gallons of water. Broccoli uses 5.4, and a single orange
uses around 13.8 gallons (3).                                                                                                                                     > 
 

RETHINKING OUR ROLE IN THE FOOD SUPPLY CHAIN

By Lyric Grief



            When food travels long distances, some of it will inevitably spoil. A year-round
demand for seasonal produce creates a year-round supply of items that wouldn't normally
be in abundance, which means there is more potential for that food to go to waste. But by
choosing to buy seasonal produce based on locality, consumers can help reduce the
resources needed to transport, store, and preserve out of season crops. This helps reduce
potential food waste as well the environmental impact it creates.
             Buying locally grown produce also helps keep money in the hands of local farmers,
which is especially important in this time of pandemic. Local growers are struggling right
now, with many letting their crops sit rather than harvest them because it would cost too
much. By choosing to buy from a local farmer, you ensure that your money goes to them in
this difficult time, and you can rest easy knowing that the environmental impact of your
produce is significantly less than produce bought at the supermarket.
             How we choose to buy produce is a personal decision that depends on factors like
accessibility and affordability, as well as tastes and preferences. Sometimes, it is much
more practical to buy it from a large grocery store because of the price, or because a
farmers market simply isn't accessible at the time. However, it's worth thinking about how
the way we buy produce affects not only our wellbeing, but also the wellbeing and
resilience of our communities.
 

Sources
1. Duval, Dari, et al. Mexican Fresh Tomatoes: Agribusiness Value Chain Contributions to the U.S
Economy. Mexican Fresh Tomatoes: Agribusiness Value Chain Contributions to the U.S Economy.
2. Dent, Michael. “How Vertical Farming Disrupts the Food Supply Chain.” IDTechEx Research Article,
IDTechEx, 1 May 2020, www.idtechex.com/en/research-article/how-vertical-farming-disrupts-the-food-
supply-chain/20540.
3. Brodwin, Erin. “Chart Shows How Some of Your Favorite Foods Could Be Making California's Drought
Worse.” Business Insider, Business Insider, 8 Apr. 2015, www.businessinsider.com/amount-of-water-
needed-to-grow-one-almond-orange-tomato-2015-4.
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By Chris Kracha
 

Infinite Growth on a Finite Planet
 

The UN falls short of addressing the intrinsic coupling of economic growth and environmental
destruction.
 
The 17 UN sustainable development goals represent the international authority’s acknowledgement of
climate change and other effects of unsustainability. When I first read through these goals, one stood out
like a red flag; Goal 8: Decent work and economic growth.
How can perpetual growth be a sustainable goal when
we live on a finite planet? The UN proposes that this
obstacle be removed by increasing efficiency and 
"decoupling” economic growth from its
environmental impacts. As the primary authoritative
international organization in the world, one would
think that their claims are supported by evidence.
This is unfortunately not the case for Development
Goal 8.4, which promises that decoupling will allow growth of GDP to sustainably continue.
 
According to the European Environmental Bureau, “there is no empirical evidence for such a decoupling
currently happening.” In addition, “the hypothesis [posed by the UN] that decoupling will allow economic
growth to continue without a rise in environmental pressures appears highly compromised, if not clearly
unrealistic.” Factors supporting this include increasingly expensive extraction methods, demand shifts
with increased efficiency, the tendency for technology to present further problems, and environmental
cost externalization. 
 
Other researchers have also questioned the possibility of decoupling, and the emphasis on GDP to
measure growth. According to Australian researchers, GDP growth cannot be separated from increased
resource use. In the article  “Is Decoupling GDP Growth from Environmental Impact Possible?” they note
the separation of GDP measurement from actual widespread development, and also use an I=PAT model
to disprove decoupling.
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Firstly, GDP has been rising in many places that haven’t seen widespread benefits. Even in the US, median
income growth has stalled while GDP continues
upward. This can be explained by a majority of increased
profits from GDP being concentrated toward the most
wealthy. The implications of the UN using GDP as a
development metric are clear: the benefits of their
“development” goals are meant to profit the rich instead
of the needy.
 
 
 

Secondly, the well-known Environmental Impact = Population X Affluence X
Technology model predicts a dire future with continual growth.
 
Economic growth represents the affluence factor in this equation, so in order for impact to decrease,
innovation must decrease consumption price by the same factor that both population and affluence
increase, combined. Historical GDP, technology/efficiency increases, and population growth were all
examined to conclude that efficiency and innovation are very unlikely to save us.
 
So how do we face the existential crises looming in the relatively close future? We stop growing our
economic system, and stop using GDP as a metric for development.
 

We drastically reduce our consumption, localize production, and reject the
commodification of sustainability and charity.
 
 
Sources:
Parrique T., Barth J., Briens F., C. Kerschner, Kraus-Polk A., Kuokkanen A., Spangenberg J.H., 2019. Decoupling debunked:
Evidence and arguments against green growth as a sole strategy for sustainability. European Environmental Bureau.
Ward, J. D., Sutton, P. C., Werner, A. D., Costanza, R., Mohr, S. H., & Simmons, C. T. (2016). Is Decoupling GDP Growth from
Environmental Impact Possible? Plos One, 11(10). doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0164733
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Painted Levi's
By Julia Samuel
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