
The radicle is the first part 
of a seed to emerge when 

it is germinated; it is the 
vanguard of a small unit 

that promises an expansive 
system of roots. We find 

this a fitting metaphor for 
the work we’re doing in 

Eco Vista; what began as a 
dream in the minds of a few 

has spread into a growing 
system of people forming 

the new foundation for our 
community.

To find out more about Radicle or Eco Vista, 
visit our website at 

ecovistacommunity.com

or come to our next general meeting
on May 14th at 5PM at Little Acorn Park! 

We are working to make it easier for rent-
ers in Isla Vista to get solar panels on their 
property. Initially, we are going to create a 
piece of literature that will outline how to 
get a property assessment to determine the 
suitability of solar panels, recommendations 
on the best solar panel outfitter, an explana-
tion of the installation process, how the solar 
panels will be managed and how Isla Vista 
renters can obtain funding for the process. 
Our end goal is to create an Eco Vista 100% 
reliant on clean, affordable, locally produced 
renewable energy in order to lower the com-
munities carbon footprint and increase our 

communities resilience. 

We are working to bring a 
farmer’s market to Eco Vis-
ta, with an end goal of creat-
ing a space for community 
members to come together 
and enjoy the sun, sell craft 
items, and connect with 
each other and the source 
of their food. We hope to 
create a deeper culture of 
community through this 
market whilst combating 
food insecurity and reduc-
ing the carbon footprint of 

Eco Vista residences.

We want to know just how knowledgeable and 
active in environmentalism you are! Take this 

survey and let us know: 
https://tinyurl.com/y65uk9ya

Our end goal is to foster a circular economy within Eco Vista in order 
to reduce waste as well as increase access to essential items and ser-
vices for every member of our community. Firstly, we are working to 
set-up a Free & For Share Facebook page to allow the same conve-
nience and efficiency of the Free & For Sale page, only instead of sell-
ing items, it would be for sharing, borrowing and/or trading them. 
It would also be a platform for sharing skills and community events. 
This would remove the value of an economy based off of the dollar 
and shift it to one based off of collaboration within our community. 
We are working to organize the collection and storage of the the huge 
amount of furniture and appliances wasted each summer in Isla Vista. 
These will then be redistributed via setting up a free thrift store in or-
der to provide all community members access to essential household 

items and school supplies they might otherwise struggle to afford. 

Cooperatives are organisations controlled by their 
members. The Guerilla Cooperative project aims to 
create an Eco Vista enriched with the spirit of coop-
eration: a commitment to creating a democratic so-
ciety in which the community have control over the 
organisations which provide their needs. Housing 
and local businesses will be modelled after the hous-
ing and food cooperative model which already exist 
as vibrant community hubs in Isla Vista, and these 
will work to provide a healthy, affordable and com-
munity rich living environment in Eco Vista. Eventu-
ally there will be a diversity of cooperatives founded 
within Eco Vista, including credit unions, tool librar-
ies and an energy cooperative providing affordable 

and locally produced renewable electricity. 

This past Saturday the community of 
Isla Vista celebrated Earth Day. Com-
ing together to communicate, share and 
create, Anisq’Oyo park came alive with 
the steely determination to protect our 
earth. Students and community mem-
bers alike gathered to share in live music, 
tie-dyeing, a pop-up thrift shop hosted 
by the environmental affairs board, free 
food, succulent plating and DIY-beauty 
supply making. A testament to how the 
global climate movement is growing, 
the event was a nucleus for campus and 
off-campus environmental organiza-
tions to table and share their resources. 
Though the days celebrations have now 
come to an end, the stand of alliance 
speaks to the potential this communi-
ty has for the permanent and manifest 
structural change that Eco-vista envi-
sions for the future. A time when Earth 
Day is no stand-alone event but, rather, 

our everyday.

Local energy production is a fundamental as-
pect of creating a circular, sustainable economy. 
RE-volv is a nonprofit organization that helps 
local communities complete this goal, and they 
are working with the Merton co-op house to 
install an 11.5 kw solar system through crowd-

funding. You can find out more here at 
https://re-volv.org/project/housingcoop/

How To Build Your Own Compost Bin 
With Less than $20

The most common excuses people give as to 
why they won’t start composing is it’s hard, 
time intensive, and expensive, but all of these 
don’t have to be true if you stick to a simple 
vermicompost bin. “What’s vermicompost?”, you 
may ask. Well, it’s simple, it’s composting with 

worms. Here’s how to do it!

SUPPLIES:
• 2 bins of any size (think of simple, plastic 
storage bins) and 1 lid that fits
• Something to poke holes in the top bin 
(screwdriver, drill, etc., be creative!)
• 2 wood blocks or bricks large enough to 
prop one bin on top of the other by a couple 
of inches
• Red Wiggler Worms (I suggest you get them 
from Island Seed and Feed in Goleta)
• Carbon and Nitrogen sources

HOW TO:
1. Poke around 12-15 holes in the bottom of 
the first bin and in the lid no bigger than a 
pencil eraser.
2. Place your blocks evenly spaced in the bot-
tom bin, then place the one with holes on top.
3. To start put a nice layer of the Nitrogen 
source (food) and of a Carbon source (paper 
or leaves)
4. Add your wiggly worms!

Tips:
• Carbon Sources: shredded newspaper or 
any other paper (NOT magazines) or leaves 
(NOT eucalyptus) 
• Nitrogen Sources: food scraps! A great 
rule of thumb is if you would touch the fruit 
or veggie up to your eye and it would burn, 
then it would burn the wormies (i.e. onions, 
peppers, citrus, etc.)
• ALSO: absolutely NO animal products of 
any kind except egg shells and no cooked 
food.
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